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Eventually, I had an opportunity to visit England again. This time I had to accompany four students from my school and took them
to Oxford for an “Enrichment Programme” . When the plane landed, I could not contain the excitement with my heart. It was the same
old place at Heathrow Airport.

During the entire trip, Dr. Lau was very generous to accommodate the five of us in his semi-detached house. I was impressed by his
great cooking talent. He prepared a resplendent variety of dishes for our pallet.. It was amazing!

Oxford was a quiet little town with spectacular sceneries. Elizabeth, who was a recent graduate from Oxford University and was
under Dr. Lau's supervision, took us around. She took great lengths to enlighten the English skills of our folks by preparing the work-
sheets, role-plays etc. She even taught them how to do some cooking. We also experienced the “Flood Threat within 200 years” in
Oxford. However, the threat was not so significant since we were inside the town centre and the flooding occurred in other areas only.

As a whole, the students improved their English skills quite a lot especially in the area of essay writing. I was touched by what
Kahlen shared with us during the trip. He said he had changed his personality! What a great change! I was also moved by the change in
Ken from a shy boy to an active adult especially during his act in the role-plays. Mandy and Care were also doing well in the role-plays
and both their writing skills improved immensely. I would also like to express my great appreciation to Katie who helped us a lot in the

English writings and also her kind and outgoing personality would stay in our sweet and spot of memory.
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B4 48 Chan Shuk Ching, Mandy

This summer holiday I had a wonderful trip to England. This was my first time to visit there. When we arrived in England, I thought it
was very different from Hong Kong. The sky was very bright and the air was fresh. There were many green trees and colorful flowers all
around. Adding to this, there were many little houses, rivers, animals, insects and big grasslands. It really resembled a nice picture. What
a beautiful place it was!

There were many tourist sights in England including the Buckingham Palace, the Big Ben and St. James Park. The design of buildings
was very different from Hong Kong's. Even though they were not very tall, they were grand, and they had their own style. We visited lots
of heritages and famous colleges in England. Surprisingly, the colleges were very large and they had developed equipment. They also
provided a comfortable environment for students.

We visited many famous museums during this trip. I especially like the Natural History Museum and the British Museum. I thought
they were unbelievable. Inside there were lots of exhibits that I had never seen before. It seemed to be a miracle. In the Natural History
Museum, I discovered that there were many different kinds of dinosaurs, mammals, wildlife and birds. This was my first time to see
them. It really opened my eyes. I felt very excited. The British Museum was the biggest museum that I had ever visited. It was similar
to the Natural History Museum. It had many dinosaurs, animals and other attractions. Moreover, there were some famous Egyptian
mummies inside. [ thought they were mysterious. There were also many interesting inventions in this museum. The more we saw, the
more we learned. I thought visiting museum was really a good experience for us.

We also went shopping in the modern city, London. It was similar to Hong Kong. It just reminded me to think of Hong Kong.

Before the day we came back to Hong Kong, Dr. Lau drove us to Brighton. In Brighton, there was a beautiful beach. The environment
around the beach was clean and comfortable. We walked round the beach side. Then, we ate the fish & chips for lunch, which was very
famous in England. It really tasted good. I liked it very much. After we finished our lunch, we walked in a circle around the playground.
The playground was lively and full of happiness. Everyone enjoyed it.

During this trip, we had many opportunities to speak English with foreigners. We also made friends with them. Mike, Tracy and
Elizabeth were friendly and they gave us a big hand in English. I was very thankful to Dr. Lau. He gave us many chances to learn a lot and
he looked after us very well.

I enjoyed this trip very much. It was very unforgettable. It made me smile and cry. Anyway, I knew lots of things that I never saw
before this trip. The most important thing was, I found out my weaknesses in English skills. I hope I can solve my problems and have a
great improvement in the future!
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B4 548 Kam Shing Hei, Kahlen

First of all, I want to thank Dr.Lau. We couldn't process the trip successfully without his help. He also brought us to travel in Oxford
and London. He helped us understand the culture of England and adapt to the climate. The sunset in London is four hours later than
Hong Kong. It was difficult for me to sleep. Moreover, Dr. Lau helped us to improve our English skills as well as he went through our
essays. Even though my essays were bad, he still taught me patiently. Thanks a lot!

Secondly, I have to thank my school. Thanks for providing a great opportunity for us to improve our English skills. It also increases
our field of vision. Furthermore, thanks for supporting our fees to travel to London. I know that was a big expenditure, therefore I
respected it very much. Thank you again.

Thirdly, I need to thank Mr. Lam. During the days in London, he took care of us all the time. He always taught us writing by using the
English jokes. He is a funny man. It was easier to remember. He also provided some useful ideas for us such as the role-play. I needed to
sell a heater to Dr. Lau in the summer. At the beginning, I was very confused about that. How could I sell a heater in summer? What an
unreasonable thing it is! Besides this was my first time to have a conversation for fifteen minutes. It was quite difficult for me. However,
Mr. Lam guided me patiently. After that, he opened my train of thought. I felt easier to think and finally I came up with a few interesting
points. Thanks a lot.

In conclusion, I must offer my heartfelt thanks to all. This is a great opportunity of my lifetime and I enjoy it very much.

B34 %8 Cheung Ka Lung, Ken

It was July 2007. My summer holiday was approaching.

I was thinking about what I was going to do in the coming summer holiday. Would I do my reading at home? Would I play Ping-
Pong with my friends? Would I see a movie with my classmates in the cinema? I did not know. To my surprise, I was asked to go to
England to learn English from Dr. Lau. He is the scholar at the Oxford University. I was very glad to do so. I would stay in Dr. Lau's house
with other three students for two weeks. I had looked forward to a foreign country for a long time when I was young. It was a good
chance for me to improve my English skills.

I could not imagine what would happen in England.

When I was on the plane to England, I was worrying.

Would I get on well with the people in Dr. Lau's house? I hoped so.

I am back to Hong Kong now which meant that my two weeks in England was completed. When I first arrived in England, I was
afraid of speaking English. Mr. Lam encouraged me a lot. He said it was not necessary to mind too many things. The more you speak,
the more you learn. The most important thing is not to be afraid and not to be shy. When the time is gone, you would improve a lot.
Yes! That is right. The knowledge I learned is mine. I am getting ready for my future. The most important thing is to study harder than
before so that I can get high marks in the coming HKCEE. I will do my best. I hope I will. I promise.
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B4 K28 Kwan Sin Sum Care

This summer holiday, I had an opportunity to go to England from school. The aim of this trip
was to improve our skills on writing, speaking and reading English. Also, we needed to learn more
about the culture and history of England. This was my first time to go abroad and the journey
was very long. The flight took thirteen hours. When I was on the plane, I was very excited but was
worried about my studies in England. Will I be able to get used to the British environment? Will I
get along with everyone who is studying in the training programme or with Dr. Lau's family? There
were many questions in my mind.

You could say that there are no difference between the Hong Kong International Airport and
the Heathrow Airport. It seemed to be crowded. A lot of people were waiting for their friends or
family in a very small place. The surrounding was not unusual to me as it is seen everywhere in my
country.

In fact, there are a great differences between Hong Kong and England. Let me tell you more
about the culture of England and the daily life of Briton.

England has a wonderful climate. The temperature of England in July is always from 18 to
21 degree Celsius. It is equal to the temperature of Hong Kong in November. You feel differently
when you are standing in the different areas in the street. If you are standing under sunshine, you
would think that you are in summer but if you are not under it, you would feel like being in winter.
The sky is blue almost all the time. It does not set dark until ten o'clock at night. Sometimes, there
are flooding in Oxford because its landscape.

The daily life of Britons is methodical. They would arrange all the things that they need to do
step by step and do it patiently. They would do anything actively and effectively. Before the trip, I
had the misconception that their life style is not busy. Although there are a lot of things that they
need to do, they are never under pressure and very much enjoy their life. Also, they never work at
home or during day off, except some urgent jobs.

I found out some interesting things in England. The first thing I was surprised by is that
there are not many police in Oxford. You can only see a lot of cameras at the top of the building.
However, there is very different in London. You can see the police on the every street corner.
Some of them were walking on the street but some of them were riding on a horse. I really like the
riding police. It is a symbol of power and prestige.

Another thing is that you cannot find the rubbish bins everywhere. If you want to throw
rubbish, you need to keep them in your bag and throw them away when you return home. If
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you look carefully, maybe you can find one or two near the fast food restaurants. It is because the
Briton is very self-disciplined.

Also, there are some famous places that I am very impressed of and I would like to recommend
you to visit them.

As all of you know the Oxford University and the Cambridge University are two well-known
universities in the world. Nevertheless, both are big cities and they are as big as Kowloon. You
can find a wide range of different things here. For example, you can always see that some people
taking part in street performances like band shows. If you are enjoy it, you can pay them some
money as a show of appreciation. Some of them will use this money as their traveling budget.

Big Ben is a badge of London. It is near to the River Thames. It is a tall and thin building. It

-~ looks like the Clock Tower in Tsim Sha Tsui but it is more modern and strikes every hour.

Every Sunday, there is a parade at Buckingham Palace. You can see the marching of changing
royal guards. It is very spectacular. Why are the royal guards there? Their job is to protect the
guests who are invited to live there with the Queen Elizabeth.

Although the dinosaurs are extinct, you can see their fossils in the Natural History Museum.
This is a big museum and there are three floors. It exhibits a wide range of different things,
including organisms and non organisms. The unforgettable thing is the “Shrunken Heads” .1t is
a method to shrink the human head to a size smaller than the mouse of the computer by using the
chemicals. This is a good place for us to broaden our horizon. However, if you want to visit all the
things in this museum, I suggest that you should spend more than two days there.

St. James's Park is the best choice for you to go if you prefer a quiet place. The place is not
noisy as people do not shout loudly there. You can only hear the noise from the animals or the
wind. You are never lonely when you are walking alone, as there are many squirrels and swans
walking with you everywhere. This is a comfortable place for you to take a rest or enjoy your
weekend.

This trip is very impressive. Although there are still much to learn and to improve, I learned
a lot of different things that we could not get from school. Also, I had a lot of chances to speak
with the local people there and I learned the way the local speak their English. “Walking a million
places is better than reading a million books.” is the idiom that everyone knows. I think the
attitudes of learning English is to be self-confident and be willing to work hard.
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48 Dr. Wing Lau, Head of Design Physics Department, Oxford University
A visit with a purpose

It was probably one of the longest drives I had for ages, not because Oxford is millions of miles away from the London airport,
but because I was late in setting off to pick up my visitors, Mr. Lam and his 4 students who were coming to stay with us for a fortnight.
At 6 O'clock in the morning, there was hardly any traffic on the motorway. But that didn't help. I knew I would be late for their arrival.
The occasional yawns reminded me that I should have been in bed instead of driving down that motorway. But I drove on regardless. I
had not slept much the night before. We received a warning from the council that Oxford was about to experience one of the severest
flooding for decades and all the houses along the riverbanks had to get prepared for the eventuality. Sand bags were delivered and
piled up during the night to stop water sipping through to the house. Our house was no exception as it backs onto one of the many
rivers that make Oxford so picturesque. We had worked through the night to make sure that should this happen to our house the safety
of our guests would not be impaired.

As I approached the airport pick-up area, they were already there waiting for me. How embarrassing! I should be the one to greet
them on their arrival, but instead I was greeted! It was a warm morning, albeit a little windy. This was what I call a fine British summer
morning and I was in my shorts and T-shirt. But my guests had a different reception to the weather - they thought it was too cold for a
summer. What they didn't realize was that it was the best weather they had for the whole of their stay.

The journey to Oxford was scenic, enjoyable and exciting — I could tell from their facial expression when they saw sheep, in their
hundreds, grazing and wandering leisurely by the hillside. Although the driving took nearly an hour, none of them felt tired even
though they had just endured a 13-hour flight journey. As soon as they arrived at my house, they begged to be taken to explore the
city. The city center is less than 10 minutes walk from my house. At 9:30 in the morning, it was already packed with tourists. We walked
a bit and visited one of the colleges before jetlag finally hit them. We went back to the house and spent the afternoon relaxing in my
garden, watching the water level rising and speculating what could happen if the river really burst its bank. It didn't at the end and the
water level subsided. Some were seemingly disappointed.

For the next 12 days, the students followed a tight programme that combined studying and working with sightseeing, with,
perhaps, more emphasis on studying. Summary accounts of what they did during their stay are being reported elsewhere in this
magazine by the individual students, and I am sure they provide fascinating readings. I believe all the students enjoyed their stay and I
would like to thank Mr. Lam for doing an admirable job in supervising them.

It is of course wrong for me to give the impression that the 4 students can now speak fluent English as a result of taking part in this
trip. That takes time and requires regular practice. The main achievement of this trip was, in my opinion, the ability to break the barrier
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of their reluctance to speak English in public. Once that barrier is broken, speaking English is as easy as breathing in air.

Could you imagine what life is like living in a place with no gas or electricity supply, like how our great grand parents lived decades
ago? Well, our student witnessed it. This happened when a colleague of mine, Mike, who runs a farm, learned of their visit and agreed
to invite them to his farmhouse for one day. There they saw how Mike and his family grow their own vegetables, raise their own poultry
and other farm animals for their daily meat consumption and chop woods for their heating needs etc. Although Mike works for the
university and could well afford a life many times more luxurious than the one he and his family choose to live, they do so because
they enjoy being independent and being able to build things with their own bare hands. This contrasts sharply with the city life that
our students live. When resources come too easy, you would not know how to treasure them and as a consequence they are turned
into unnecessary garbage. Such life style does endless harm to our environment and wastes our natural resources. Mike believes that
the true value of living is the ability to leave behind a world that our grand children can live without any fear of it being destroyed by
pollution one day. He is absolutely right on this!

During their stay, our guests had visited a number of Oxford colleges, large and small. The one they all seemed to enjoy most was
no doubt the Christ Church College. The grand architecture of the college building, its magnificent front quad, the imposing Cathedral
and most of all the dining hall made famous by various films have left them with the impression that a place in that college must be
the ultimate goal for any would be A-level student. While no visitors are allowed to go inside the college dormitory, our students had
the rare opportunity to visit one in the one and only one women's college in Oxford - St. Hilda's College. They were taken there by one
of my students, Elizabeth Mills, who graduated in this summer and now works for me. Elizabeth was a St. Hilda's girl. She spent three
days coaching them mainly conversational English with role-plays in the college quad. She even taught them how to bake cakes in the
dormitory kitchen!

No Oxford visit is complete without also taking a trip to Cambridge. The two universities are seen by the outside world to be
competing fiercely to occupy the top place in the university league table, and as such we do have many things in common; from
the collegiate and tutorial system to the architectural style of the college buildings. So, off we went one Sunday. The weather was
exceptionally good and while a few of us preferred a quiet picnic by the riverbank, Mr. Lam decided to venture punting with the
students. I was quietly hoping that he would spend the whole afternoon spinning around in his punt and going nowhere. But he did
well! He took them far and came back with praises from all those who went with him. The evidence - no one got wet!

I have enjoyed hosting Mr. Lam and his students and I know they all enjoyed staying with us. I have given the student a kick-start

in speaking English without having to think twice before they speak. The momentum is there and I hope they could keep it going and
make it lasting.
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Saturday, 18 July, 2009
School's finally over! I'm so nervous about my holiday to London and Paris. This is my first time overseas. I have joined a package
tour. I'm so excited!

After having a delicious brunch, our tourist coach took us to Hong Kong International Airport. Our plane took off at about 3p.m.
(Hong Kong Time). The flight was unbelievably long and boring. It took us 12 hours to get to London! Although it was a bad experience
since I haven't got anything to do, I could see the sun rise during landing. It's crimson, unlike any others I've seen.

Sunday, 19 July 2009

At the second I got off, I saw the azure sky! It was so strange since the sky in Hong Kong was always grey! I like it here so much
cause the air's fresh! A lot of people were feeling sleepy. The reason was mainly jet lag- a temporary physical condition caused by
crossing time zones during flight. But I wasn't as I was asleep during most of the flight.

The first thing we did was eating breakfast with bacon and fried eggs. Even though it was greasy, I think it is nice to'try something
new once in a while. After breakfast, a lot of us were full to the brim. Next, we took a ride on the tourist coach to get to the hotel. The

tour guide was showing us London's history during the ride.

We had a light lunch. After that, we went on a tour of Buckingham Palace. It was hugh with beautiful paintings in it. There were also
lifelike sculptures and some of the finest English and French furnitures in the world. I think the tour was a bit short, but it's an eye-
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opener, especially watching the sunset on the top floor of the palace.

Finally, we got some time to rest while riding the Tube- London's underground railway. Our final tour of the day took place at night-
London Ghost walks. It was really spooky and mysterious!

Monday, 20 July 2009
I had sodittle sleep yesterday because of the scary tour last night. I'm glad that it wasn't really haunted! By the way, today's the last
day.in London for us. We'll ride to Paris tonight.

After breakfast, we went on a speedboat tour of London. Not only was the tour thrilling, Lalso got to get a look of London's great
views! Also the turquoise water was so clear that I saw schools of fish swimming around us:

The lunch we had today was great! It's unlike the traditional cuisine. It's very healthy and full of carbohydrates! Perfect for the
jogging tour which was a nice experience for me, since we got to do exercise while visiting the London Eye, the House of Parliament
and the Big Ben Clock. We took a ride on the tourist coach to our hotel that night. What I loved most was seeing the sunset while I was
on the London Eye!

Tuesday, 21 July, 2009
At midnight, all of us got up and went on the tourist coach so that we could get to Paris. During the ride, all of us slept (except the
driver of course!) The tour guide was snoring loudly. It's so funny! After six hours of sleeping, we finally got to Paris.

We went shopping after breakfast! I bought a lot of local handicrafts and souvenirs! After grabbing lunch, we went to the Eiffel
Tower to see the stunning sunset and we had dinner in one of the restaurants at the top. A lot of us went to bed early since we were
exhausted.

Wednesday, 22 July, 2009
We went to see the replica of the Flame of Liberty. It was so life like that it seems to be a real torch. We visited the other replicas of
the Statue of Liberty that afternoon. It wasn't fun and I felt bored! Our whole day was wasted on these statues!

Thursday, 23 July, 2009

Today is the last day of the package tour. We all wanted to see the sunrise from the Eiffel Tower before having breakfast in another
restaurant located there. Our last stop was Carnavalet Museum, which is dedicated to the history of Paris. After we had lunch,
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we went to the airport and flew back to Hong Kong.

Friday, 24 July, 2009
It was already 8pm when we arrived in Hong Kong. We said farewell to each other
went our own way home.

I think this trip was a great experience. Not only was it an adventure, it was also a
terrific time. The thing I loved best was the cozy seats of the plane. It's so fluffy!

I hope everyone likes my travel blog. This is my first time I have written one so I hope
I did well. Leave some comments!
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April 1

I'm really thrilled. I'll set off for Huizhou tomorrow. Today, I attended a.thorough briefing and we were told that there would be
twenty students and two teachers joining this trip. According to the itinerary, we will visit the renowned West Lake. I'm so excited as I
heard that it's huge and stunning.

April 2

Everyone arrived at school on time. We took the coach to Sheung Shui where we took the MTR to Lo Wu. Getting through the
immigration, we met the rest of the group and our tour guide. Our tour guide told us the history of Huizhou and some interesting facts
about the scenery and buildings we would visit.

We had lunch at a nice restaurant owned by one of the factories we were going to visit later. There were copious amounts of food
there. It was really scrumptious. After lunch, we went to a soap factory. We saw piles of different kinds of soap. Some were in bottles
and some looked like cartoon characters. They were all very pretty. We were shown how the soap was made. First, the raw materials
were stored in a large storage tank. Then they were mixed together in another enormous tank. After that, the soaps were wrapped and
packed into bundles. We also learned how they designed their soap. The people were really working hard and they all truly focused on
their job. Some were diligently testing the products to see if they were safe to use. The factory was really grand. The machines there
were gigantic and the whole factory smelled really pleasant!

The next factory we visited produced clothes. There were five floors. There were different departments on each floor. We started
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our tour of the factory from the top floor and ended our tour on the bottom floor. The top floor was fully automated. There were vast
amounts of machines making parts of clothes. They were really fast and efficient. Before the visit, I thought they would be noisy but it
turned out that the machines were really silent. Everyone was amazed! There were also lots of machines on the fourth floor, There were
workers for sewing the various parts of clothes together. Some other workers were using them to make parts of clothes just like the
ones upstairs, but the ones they made were far more complex. Humans are really better than machines! Handmade products are really
more worthy !

Workers on the third floor were responsible for classification and checking the quality of the clothes. There were plastic cylinders
and the clothes were stretched over them so that they could be examined. Some needed to be washed and some needed to be
corrected. After the quality check, the workers on the second floor put various final decorations onto the clothes. Fancy buttons and
elegant pockets were being sewed onto the clothes. Frills, laces and other assorted accessories were sewn onto the clothes. Eventually,
they would be sent to the bottom floor. There they were being packed into boxes and labeled.

After visiting the two factories, we had a small Q&A session with some of their administrative officers. They talked about the future
plans of their companies and what they thought about the economy of China. It was really informative. I learned about a great deal of
things. After that, we went to an exquisite Chinese restaurant for dinner.

We arrived there a bit early so we had time to prepare for our show. By the way, we hadn't had any preparation before .We
just choose a song randomly this morning and listened to it during our bus rides. We hadn't even remembered how to sing it yet!
Fortunately, since we had time for rehearsal, our performance was not a disaster at all! Yet, most groups had stunning performances.
During the dinner, people were taking turns to sing songs. After a while, most of the people were singing along. The dinner was really

exciting!

After that, we went back to the hotel to have a good rest. Today was an extraordinary day. I learned a lot about China's economy
and also saw how some of the factories worked. It was a really fascinating and amusing day!

April 3

All of us woke up early and packed our stuff before breakfast. The breakfast was excellent .It was a fusion of Chinese and western
style. After that, we rode the bus to the famous West Lake in Huizhou.

West Lake was really huge. It was as big as a sea. There were not many buildings near the lake and the sky looked like it merged
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with the water. I had never seen this marvelous view in Hong Keng .It was breathtaking. We followed the tour guide and he showed us
and talked about the history of the lake. We visited a-part of the lake and took lots of pictures. There was a mountain that looked like a
dragon .It was really lifelike. The wonders of nature!'In addition, there were all sorts of caves. On the walls of these caves were pictures
of the old Huizhou. There were alsoimodels of things the ancient people used in the past, like a water wheel and a well. The lake was so
crystal clear that you couldssee the bottom and you could vividly see many fishes swimming in it. I had a lot of fun even though the sun
made us sweat a lot!

Next, we had lunch in the next city. We were really hungry since we were walking a lot in the morning. I was surprised that
everyone was singing karaoke again! During our bus trip to the next stop, our tour guide told us how to behave in a temple and about
its regulations.

After lunch, we went to a famous temple. It was my first time going to such an'enormous temple. Everyone followed our tour
guide as he talked about the history of he temple .It was really huge and the statues inside were very lifelike. After visiting the temple,
we saw a shop selling bean curd near the bus. I think it was really tasty and smooth. I've never eaten something like this in Hong Kong.

Next, we went to a museum, which was about the history of China .I was really fascinated by the statues of the historical people.
There was also a map of the whole China. Hong Kong was once again a tiny dot. Hong Kong's really small compared to Mainland
China!

After a tiring day, all of us went on the bus and it took-about six hours to get to Lo Wu. The immigration was crowded. Luckily we
got through quickly. We're finally back in Hong Kong!

The whole trip was fantastic. I learnt about many new things and saw many terrific sights I had never seen before. Although it was
exhausting, it was worth it. I hope to take part in another one again. Finally, I want to thank our teachers for taking care of us the whole
trip!
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