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Eventually, I had an opportunity to visit England again. This time I had to accompany four students from my school and took them
to Oxford foran “Enrichment Programme” . When the plane landed, I could not contain the excitement with my heart. It was the same
old place at Heathrow Airport.

During the entire trip, Dr. Lau was very generous to accommodate the five of us in his semi-detached house. I was impressed by his
great cooking talent. He prepared a resplendent variety of dishes for our pallet.. It was amazing!

Oxford was a quiet little town with spectacular sceneries. Elizabeth, who was a recent graduate from Oxford University and was
under Dr. Lau's supervision, took us around. She took great lengths to enlighten the English skills of our folks by preparing the work-
sheets, role-plays etc. She even taught them how to do some cooking. We also experienced the “Flood Threat within 200 years" in
Oxford. However, the threat was not so significant since we were inside the town centre and the flooding occurred in other areas only.

As a whole, the students improved their English skills quite a lot especially in the area of essay writing. I was touched by what
Kahlen shared with us during the trip. He said he had changed his personality! What a great change! I was also moved by the change in
Ken from a shy boy to an active adult especially during his act in the role-plays. Mandy and Care were also doing well in the role-plays
and both their writing skills improved immensely. I would also like to express my-great appreciation to Katie who helped us a lot in the:
English writings and also her kind and outgoing personality would stay in.our sweet and spot of memory.
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lly without his help. He also brought us to travel

‘ imate. The sunset in London is four hol

‘ ish skills as well as he w
BHERR-S4 Cha&lk Ching, Mandy glish skills. It also increases
This s{holidayl had a wonderful trip to England. This was my first time to visit there. When we arri enditure, therefore I

ery different from Hong Kong. The sky was very bright and the air was fresh. There were many gre

d. Adding to this, there were many little houses, rivers, animals, insects and big grasslands. I me. He always ta sing the
a beautiful place it was! useful ideas for us such as the ed to
' There were many tourist sights in England including the Buckingham Palace, the Big B g, 1 was very confused about that. How could I sell a heater in su

was very different from Hong Kong's. Even though they were not very tall, they were
of heritages and famous colleges in England. Surprisingly, the colleges were ve
provided a comfortable environment for students.

We visited many famous museums during this trip. I especially like th
they were unbelievable. Inside there were lots of exhibits that I had ne
Museum, I discovered that there were many different kinds of din
them. It really opened my eyes. I felt very excited. The British N
to the Natural History Museum. It had many dinosaurs, ani
mummies inside. I thought they were mysterious. There w
more we learned. I thought visiting museum was really

We also went shopping in the modern city, Londo

Before the day we came back to Hong Kong, Di
around the beach was clean and comfortable.
famous in England. It really tasted good. I likeg
The playground was lively and full of happine

During this trip, we had many opport s completed. When
Elizabeth were friendly and they gave us ary to mind
he looked after us very well. / y. W me is gone, you would impr

1 enjoyed this trip very much. It e most important thing is to study hal
before this trip. The most importa ) .ThopeTwill.Tpromise.
greatimprovement in the future!

e to have a conversation for fifteen minutes. It was quite difficult for
d my train of thought. I felt easier to think and finally I came up with a few inte

This is a great opportunity of my lifetime and I enjoy it very much.

ading at home? Would I play Ping-
my surprise, I was asked to go to
would stay in Dr. Lau’ s house
en I was young. It w. od
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This summer holiday, Thad an opportunity to go to England from school. The aim of this trip
was to improve our skills on writing, speaking and reading English. Also, we needed to learn more
about the culture and history of England. This was my first time to go abroad and the journey
was very long. The flight took thirteen hours. When I was on the plane, I was very excited but was
worried about my studies in England. Will I be able to get used to the British environment? Will T
get along with everyone who is studying in the training programme or with Dr. Lau's family? There
were many questions in my mind.

You could say that there are no difference between the Hong Kong International Airport and
the Heathrow Airport. It seemed to be crowded. A lot of people were waiting for their friends or
family in a very small place. The surrounding was not unusual to me as it is seen everywhere in my
country.

In fact, there are a great differences between Hong Kong and England. Let me tell you more
about the culture of England and the daily life of Briton.

England has a wonderful climate. The temperature of England in July is always from 18 to
21 degree Celsius. It is equal to the temperature of Hong Kong in November. You feel differently.
when you are standing in the different areas in the street. If you are standing under sunshine, you
would think that you are insummer but if you are not under it, you would feel like being in winter.
The sky is blue almost all the time. It does not set dark until ten o'clock at night. Sometimes, there
are flooding in Oxford because its landscape.

The daily life of Britons is methodical. They would arrange all the things that they need to do
step by step and do it patiently. They would do anything actively and effectively. Before the trip, I
had the misconception that their life style is not busy. Although there are a lot of things that they
need to do, they are never under pressure and very much enjoy their life. Also, they never work at
home or during day off, except some urgent jobs.

I found out some interesting things in England. The first thing I was surprised by is that
there are not many police in Oxford. You can only see a lot of cameras at the top of the building.
However, there is very different in London. You can see the police on the every street corner.
Some of them were walking on the street but some of them were riding on a horse. I really like the
riding police. It is a symbol of power and prestige.

Another thing is that you cannot find the rubbish bins everywhere. If you want to throw
rubbish, you need to keep them in your bag and throw them away when you return home. If
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you look carefully; maybe you can find one or two near the fast food restadrants. Itis because the
Briton is very self-disciplined.

Also, there are some famous places that Iam very impressed of and I would like to recommend
you to visit them.

As all of you know the Oxford University and the Cambridge University areitwo well-known
universities in the world. Nevertheless, both are big cities and they are as big as Kowloon. You
can find a wide range of different things here. For example, you can always see that some people
taking part in street performances like band shows. If you are enjoy it, you can pay them some
money as a show of appreciation. Some of them will use this money as their traveling budget.

Big Ben is a badge of London. It is near to the River Thames. It is a tall and thin building. It
looks like the Clock Tower in Tsim Sha Tsui but it is more modern and strikes every hour.

Every Sunday, there is a parade at Buckingham Palace. You can see the marching of changing
royal guards. It is very spectacular. Why are the royal guards there? Their job is to protect the
guests who are invited to live there with the Queen Elizabeth.

Although the dinosaurs are extinct, you can see their fossils in the Natural History Museum.
This is a big museum and there are three floors. It exhibits a wide range of different things,
including organisms and non organisms: The unforgettable thing is the “Shrunken Heads" .1t is
a method to shrink the human head to a size smaller than the mouse of the computer by using the
chemicals. This is a good place for us to broaden our horizon. However, if you want to visit all the
things in this museum, I suggest that you should spend more than two days there.

St. James's Park is the best choice for you to go if you prefer a quiet place. The place is not
noisy as people do not shout loudly there. You can only hear the noise from the animals.or the
wind. You are never lonely when you are walking alone, as there are many squirrels and swans
walking with you everywhere. This is a comfortable place for you to take a rest or enjoy your
weekend.

This trip is very impressive. Although there are still much to learn and to improve, I learned
a lot of different things that we could not get from school. Also, I had a lot of chances to speak
with the local people there and I learned the way the local speak their English. “Walking a million
places is better than reading a million books." is-the idiom that everyone knows. I think the
attitudes of learning English is to be self-confident and be willing to work hard.
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E#8-Dr. Wing Lau, Head of Design Physics Depa@t, Ox University of thei barrier is broken, speaking English is as easy as breathi
A visit with a purpose - D

It was probably one of the longest drives I had for ages, not because Oxford is millions of miles away from the London airport, but P place with 1 pply, like how our great grand parents liv
because I was late in setting off to my visitors, Mr. Lam and his 4 students who were coming to stay with us for a fortnigh ns a farm, learned of their vi
60" clock in the morr”ere was hardly any traffic on the motorway. But that didn’ t help. I knew I would be late fo egetables, raise own poultry
The occasional yawns r ded me that I should have been in bed instead of driving down that motorway. But 1d e works for the
had not sI*h the night before. We received a warning from the council that Oxford was about to experi hey do so because
flooding for decades and all the houses along the riverbanks had to get prepared for the eventuality.-S This co he city life that
em and as a ¢ e turned
vastes our natural resol hat
orld that our grand children can live without any fear of it be

up during the night to stop water sipping through to the house. Our house was no exceptio
rivers that make Oxford so picturesque. We had worked through the night to make sure that sh
' of our guests would not be impaired.

As I approached the airport pick-up area, they were already there waiting fo
them on their arrival, but instead I was greeted! It was a warm morning, albei
morning and I was in my shorts and T-shirt. But my guests had a differe
summer. What they didn't realize was that it was the best weather the:

ber of Oxford colleges, large and small. The one they all seemed to enjoy most wa
ecture of the college building, its magnificent front quad, the imposing Cathedral
have left them with the impression that a place in that college must be
inside the college dormitory, our students had
ollege. They were taken there by one
as a St. Hilda's girl. She spent three
't them how to bake cakes in the

The journey to Oxford was scenic, enjoyable and exciting
hundreds, grazing and wandering leisurely by the hillside.
though they had just endured a 13-hour flight journey. As
city. The city center is less than 10 minutes walk from
a bit and visited one of the colleges before jetlag fi
garden, watching the water level rising and specula s sities by the outside
water level subsided. Some were seemingly disap we do ha y things i
So, off we went one Sunda er was

For the next 12 days, the students fol , Mr. Lam decided to venture punting with
perhaps, more emphasis on studying. S ound in his punt and
magazine by the individual students, and . The evidence got wet!
would like to thank Mr. Lam for doing a

d with us. I have given the student a
It is of course wrong for me to g omentum is there and I hope they could keep it go
trip. That takes time and requires |
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